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BRISTOL OPEN DOORS
Application Guidelines 2020

Dates: Friday 11 – Sunday 13 Sept 2020
Produced by: The Architecture Centre (Registered Charity)
For one weekend a year, Bristol Open Doors gives you the keys to the city. Discover heritage spaces, forgotten places and innovative design. Opening fascinating buildings and uncovering their secrets through expert-led tours, the festival celebrates the city’s exemplar architecture, heritage and design. Bristol Open Doors is brought to you by The Architecture Centre, with the support of a fantastic network of partners across the city. 
Venue Criteria for 2020
To be included in the programme your venue must fit the following criteria: 

· The venue must be of architectural interest, featuring exemplar historic or contemporary design, or showcase on-site projects and public spaces
· Must provide special access to the general public such as; 
a. A venue that is not normally open to the public year-round OR
b. Open an area of the building not normally accessible to the general public OR
c. Host a high-quality activity, talk, tour, display or performance not normally running
Capacity
In response to repeated feedback on the capacity of tours and events, we are encouraging venues to think about how best to provide suitable capacity for audiences. This may be by providing repeating tours and talks, or considering the flow of audience traffic throughout a space. We will be prioritising venues that allow us to deliver to a wide number of people. 
Venue Requirements
· Bristol Open Doors branding must be visible outside every building (we will provide this near the time)
· Must be able to staff the venue during the festival 
· Must have a staff member or volunteer attend the Venue Briefing in early September (date TBC)
· Must be willing to carry out festival evaluation 
Venue Opening Hours
We encourage venues to open Saturday and Sunday, between 10am-5pm.
On Friday, please consider offering pre and post working hour activity. The recommended Fridays slots are:
· 7am-12noon (morning session)
· 10am-5pm (general day)
· 5pm-8pm (evening sessions)

Programme Themes
If your venue or event fits one of the following themes, please highlight this in the Application Form.

Green Horizons
Exploring the role and impact of living architecture and sustainable design on our climate and public health.
Our Changing City 
Showcasing recently completed and onsite projects that will shape the city’s future.
Industrial Bristol
Roll up your sleeves and get to know Bristol’s rich industrial heritage. Explore Bristol’s buildings of manufacturing and the history of labour in the city, and get insight into the past, present and future of trade and commerce in Bristol.
Technology and Innovation
Focusing on pioneering and innovative techniques and materials used to construct Bristol’s buildings – how will our buildings and cities function in the age of digital technology?
Family Exploration
Encouraging children and families to get out and explore the city with family friendly activities (doing, making and building)
Sanctuary
Opening the doors to to some of the city’s most serene and awe-inspiring spaces including churches, gardens and peaceful spaces. 

Ticketing for Bookable Events in 2020
Bristol Open Doors is on a journey of sustainability. In 2019 we introduced ticketing for bookable events to a hugely positive audience response, with thousands of people choosing to support the festival. In 2020, bookable events will incur a charge to encourage audiences to commit to their booking, this fee helps contribute to the administration of booking and marketing of the festival, to help keep all the doors open.

Drop-In Events
All drop-in events will remain free.

Printed Programme
This year, the printed programme for Bristol Open Doors will be freely available - widely distributed to promote all participating venues and events. Super keen audience members can also get the programme delivered to their door (from our website) for an administrative fee.

Explorer Wristband
In 2020, we launch explorer wristbands. We plan to work with Heritage Lottery Fund to encourage audiences to support the event and protect its future. We will trial benefits including priority queuing at busy venues, and travel discounts to promote sustainable travel across the weekend. ‘Explorers’ can also get free tea + coffee at The Architecture Centre over the weekend!


Key Dates
Tues 31 March 	Deadline for Venue Applications	
Tuesday 7 April		All successful venues notified
Mid June		Printed programmes available 
First Week of July	Booking opens on Bristol Open Doors website
Early September	Venue Briefing & Venue Pack pick-up (signage, banners, posters, evaluation forms etc.)
10 Sept 	Launch Night 
11 - 13 Sept		Bristol Open Doors Weekend
October		Evaluation and reporting

Further Information
For further information or any festival queries please contact:
Lucy MacDonald
Programme Manager, Bristol Open Doors
lucy.macdonald@architecturecentre.org.uk 
0117 922 1540
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